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1. “ze ikhlas-i durust har ke rui-e shah did / bar har tarf ke did vajh-allah did”"
Jahanara Begum, ed. Muhammad Aslam, “Risala-i sahibiyya,” Journal of the
Research Society of Pakistan 16, no. 4 (1979): 88.

2. For a detailed discussion of the legal history of mahzars in Muslim India, see
Nandini Chatterjee, “Mahzar-Namas in the Mughal and British Empires: The
Uses of an Indo-Islamic Legal Form,” Comparative Studies in Society and His-
tory 58, no. 2 (2016): 379-406.

3. For a complete account, see Tavakkul Beg, Nuskha-i ahval-i shahi (1666), MS
British Library, Or 3203, folios 29a-30a. For a secondary source that cites this
controversy, see Fatima Zehra Bilgrami, “A Controversial Verse of Mulla Shah
Badakhshi (A Mahdar in Shahjahan’s Court),” Journal of the Pakistan Histori-
cal Society 34, no. 1 (1986): 26-32.

4.1 have given a brief summary of the event as described by Tavakkul Beg. For a
complete account, see Tavakkul Beg, Nuskha-i ahval-i shahi, 37b-40b.

5. The painting is mounted on a detached album folio. The verso includes a much
later seal with a probable date of 1221 Hijri/1806 CE. Therefore, it is difficult
to identify from which album this painting originally came.

6. Dara Shikoh, Sakinat-ul awliya, Urdu translation (Lahore: Al-Faisal Nashran,
2005), 128.

7. Because the plane tree is one of the most ubiquitous motifs in Persianate paint-
ing, there are numerous extant examples in museum and library collections
around the world. For some exquisite examples in North American collec-
tions, see, in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Youthful Falconers
in a Landscape (45.174.27), folio 11r from the Safavid manuscript of the Sufi
tale Mantiq al-tair (63.210.11), and A Youth Fallen from a Tree, from the Shah
Jahan Album (55.121.10.20); and, in the Freer Gallery of Art, Washington, DC,
Musicians and Dancers (07.157), Dervish and His Disciple (47.23), and Sultan
Parvis with an Ascetic (29.3). More work remains to be done to clarify the
significance of the plane tree in Persianate painting.

8. Terence Mclnerney, “The Mughal Artist Jalal Quli, Also Entitled the ‘Kashmiri
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Painter,” Artibus Asiae 73, no. 2 (2013): 479-501.

9. At the age of seventeen, at the time of her mother, Mumtaz Mahal’s, death in
1631, Jahanara Begum was given the title “Padshah Begum,” or Lady Em-
press, effectively making her the first lady of the empire.

10. “Friends of God” is the most common and literal translation of the Arabic
term for saints, awliya’ Allah. The “friends” are also given many other ep-
ithets. For a detailed history of Muslim hagiographies and a discussion
of the names of saints in Islam, see John Renard, Friends of God: Islamic
Images of Piety, Commitment, and Servanthood (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2008), 8-9.

11. For the architectural patronage of Dara Shikoh and Jahanara Begum, see
Ebba Koch, Mughal Architecture: An Outline of Its History and Develop-
ment, 1526-1858 (Munich: Prestel, 1991), 96-117; Afshan Bokhari, “The
‘Light’ of the Timuria: Jahan Ara Begum’s Patronage, Piety, and Poetry in
Seventeenth-Century Mughal India,” Marg 60 (2008): 52-61.

12. Mulla Shah, Mathnawiyat-i Mulla Shah, MS British Library, 10 Islamic 578,
folios 51b-61a.

13. One of the most prolific art historians working on Islamic religious imag-
ery from the Turko-Mongol and Persianate spheres is Christiane Gruber.
See Christiane Gruber, The Ilkhanid Book of Ascension: A Persian-Sun-
ni Devotional Tale (London: Tauris Academic Studies, 2010); Christiane
Gruber, “In Defense and Devotion: Affective Approaches in Early Modern
Turco-Persian Manuscript Painting,” in Affect, Emotion, and Subjectivity
in Early Modern Muslim Empires: New Studies in Ottoman, Safavid, and
Mughal Art and Culture, ed. Kishwar Rizvi (Leiden: Brill, 2018), 95-123;
Christiane Gruber, ed., The Image Debate: Figural Representation in Islam
and Across the World (London: Gingko, 2019). Other important recent
contributions include Pedram Khosronejad’s edited volume, The Art and
Material Culture of Iranian Shi’ism: Iconography and Religious Devotion in
Shi'ism (London: I. B. Tauris, 2012); Finbarr Barry Flood, “Bodies and Be-
coming: Mimesis, Mediation and the Ingestion of the Sacred in Christianity

and Islam,” in Sensational Religion: Sensory Cultures in Material Practice,

23
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ed. Sally M. Promey (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2014), 459-93.

14. Azfar Moin, The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam

(New York: Columbia University Press, 2012). Other recent religious studies
publications that deal with questions of Islam and aesthetics include Cyrus
Ali Zargar, Sufi Aesthetics: Beauty, Love, and the Human Form in the Writings
of Ibn ‘Arabi and ‘Iraqi (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2011);
Shahab Ahmad, What Is Islam?: The Importance of Being Islamic (Princeton,

NJ: Princeton University Press, 2015).

15. Yael Rice, “Cosmic Sympathies and Painting at Akbar’s Court,” in A Magic World:

New Visions of Indian Painting, ed. Molly Emma Aitken (Mumbai: Marg Foun-
dation, 2016), 96. In her essay, Rice demonstrates that paintings from an illus-
trated astrological manuscript made for Emperor Akbar (r. 1156-1605) were
conceived as “objects that could mediate between the terrestrial and heav-
enly realms.” Other recent publications that have moved away from a purely
connoisseurial discussion of Mughal painting include Kavita Singh, Real Birds
in Imagined Gardens: Mughal Painting between Persia and Europe (Los An-
geles: Getty Research Institute, 2017); Mika Natif, Mughal Occidentalism: Ar-
tistic Encounters between Europe and Asia at the Courts of India, 1580-1630
(Leiden: Brill, 2018); Crispin Branfoot, Portraiture in South Asia Since the
Mughals: Art, Representation and History (London: I. B. Tauris, 2018).

16. Jahanara Begum was given the title Begum Sahib by her father; she used it in

the title of her autobiography, Risala-i sahibiyya.

17. Jahanara Begum, “Risala-i sahibiyya,” 77-110; Dara Shikoh, Sakinat-ul awliya’;

Dara Shikoh, Risala-i haggqnuma (Lucknow: Munshi Nuval Kishur, 1896); Ta-
vakkul Beg, Nuskha-i ahval-i shahi. These primary texts are being discussed
for the first time in an art-historical context. A detailed history of Dara Shi-
koh, Jahanara Begum, and their interactions with Mulla Shah that also high-
lights the role of Tavakkul Beg in the Mughal court is given in Supriya Gandhi,
The Emperor Who Never Was: Dara Shukoh in Mughal India (Cambridge, MA:
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2020).

18. For one of the best-known examples, see Dara Shikoh with Mian Mir and Mul-

la Shah, Arthur M. Sackler Gallery (5S1986.432). Milo Cleveland Beach, The
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Imperial Image: Paintings for the Mughal Court, rev. ed. (Washington, DC:
Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, 2012), 164.

19. Sheila R. Canby, Princes, Poets and Paladins: Islamic and Indian Painting
from the Collection of Prince and Princess Sadruddin Aga Khan (London:
British Museum, 1998), 110-111; Milo Cleveland Beach, Eberhard Fischer,
B. N. Goswamy, and Jorrit Britschgi, Masters of Indian Painting (Zurich:
Artibus Asiae Publishers, 2011), 231-42, fig. 1.

20. Compared to Shah Jahan’s other children, Jahanara Begum and Dara Shikoh
held the highest status and ranks in court. While the emperor elevated
Dara Shikoh to unprecedented imperial ranking, Jahanara Begum was giv-
en the royal seal enabling her to carry out important political and com-
mercial transactions. She also collected revenues from the most important
port in India, and owned trading ships.

21.Jahanara Begum, “Risala-i sahibiyya,” 104.

22. Azfar Moin, The Millennial Sovereign, 78-79, 92-93.

23. One survey that gives a detailed account of the different branches of South
Asian Sufism and their practices, particularly the concept of viewing and
visualizing the spiritual guide, is Saiyid Athar Abbas Rizvi, A History of
Sufism in India, vol. 1 (New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 1978), 102,
181, 218. For a study of the Qadiri order in South Asia, with a detailed dis-
cussion of Mulla Shah’s branch, see Fatima Zehra Bilgrami, History of the
Qadiri Order in India: 16th-18th Century (Delhi: Idarah-i Adabiyat-i Dellj,
2005).

24. “His holiness, the guidance giving refuge [Mulla Shah] is the spiritual pole
and support of his age, and is like elixir that turns the copper-like being of
his students into gold.” Jahanara Begum, “Risala-i sahibiyya,” 89.

25.]Jahanara Begum, 88.

26. Quran 2:115. The complete verse reads, “And to Allah belongs the east and
the west. So wheresoever you turn, there is the Face of Allah. Indeed, Allah
is all-Encompassing and Knowing.” A Hadith of the Prophet says that the
“best among you [often understood to be the friends of God] are those who

when seen God is remembered.” Ibn Majah, Muhoammad ibn Yazid, Abu
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Toahir Zubayr ‘Al Za'1, Nasiruddin Khattab, Huda Khattab, and Abu Khalil,
English Translation of Sunan Ibn Majah (Riyadh: Darussalam, 2007), vol. 5,
book 37, Hadith 4119.

27.For instance, the twelfth-century Isma’ili Satpanthi saint from Multan, Shah
Shams, describes the Prophet’s spiritual successor and son-in-law, ‘Alj, as the
tenth incarnation of Vishnu in the form of the Kalki Avatar, encouraging his
followers to worship ‘Ali as the light of God. Tazim R. Kassam, Songs of Wis-
dom and Circles of Dance: Hymns of the Satpanthi Ismaili Muslim Saint, Pir
Shams (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1995), 168.

28. Diana Eck, Darsian: Seeing the Divine Image in India (New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1998), 3.

29. For a discussion of the tactile practices of Muslims centered on objects, see
Gruber, “In Defense and Devotion,” 111. Also see Flood, “Bodies and Becom-
ing,” 461, 468-71.

30. The popularity of the theme of the realized man becoming an agent for God'’s
manifestation is so widespread in South Asian Muslim devotional expression
that it is regularly found in Qawwali music to this day. See, for example, a pop-
ular Urdu Qawwali, adm1 ban aya re mola, which literally means, “God became
man” or “man became God,” http://youtube.com/watch?v=s-CCvyNH8Ro.

31. Approaching “history and culture with the gods fully present to humans,” with
“the presence of a saint in his or her image” front and center, has recently
been proposed in the study of Christianity in Robert Orsi, History and Pres-
ence (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2016),
8.

32.]Jahanara Begum, Mu'nis al-arvah, Bodleian Library, MS. Fraser 229, folios
80b-83a.

33.Jahanara Begum, “Risala-i sahibiyya,” 106-7.

34. Tavakkul Beg, Nuskha-i ahval-i shahi, folio 21a.

35. The first realm is the world of the senses and includes the corporeal and psy-
chic regions. The second realm is the world of ideal forms, and most closely
relates to the Platonic ideals, in which the reality of all things in our world,

both good and evil, resides. The final realm in the creational hierarchy is the
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angelic world, or the world of divine qualities.

36. For a detailed exposition of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s metaphysics, see William C. Chit-
tick, The Sufi Path of Knowledge: Ibn al-‘Arabi’s Metaphysics of Imagina-
tion (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1989).

37.Dara Shikoh, Risala-i hagnuma, 6. Dara Shikoh says that the person who
thirsts for God in this world should first visualize the face of “that faqir
whom he holds in high regard, or one whom he is connected to through
‘ishq [passionate love].” In Sufi language both the faqir, literally the one
who is poor before God, and the beloved are allusions to the spiritual mas-
ter.

38. Dara Shikoh, Sakinat-ul awliya’, 44.

39. Dara Shikoh, Risala-i hagnuma, 8. Emphasis mine.

40. For a detailed discussion of depictions of Muhammad, see Christiane Gru-
ber, The Praiseworthy One: The Prophet Muhammad in Islamic Texts and
Images (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2018).

41. Tavakkul Beg, Nuskha-i ahval-i shahi, folio 16a.

42. The metaphor for cleansing the soul of impurities is rooted in a Prophetic
saying (Hadith) in which Muhammad proclaims, “For everything there is a
polish, and the polish for the heart is the remembrance of God.” Abui Bakr
Ahomad ibn al-Housayn ibn ‘All al-Khurasani Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-iman
(al-Riyad: Markaz al-Turath lil-Barmajiyat, 2012), vol. 1, Hadith 392

43. Tavakkul Beg, Nuskha-i ahval-i shahi, folio 26b.

44, Tavakkul Beg, folio 27a.

45. Tavakkul Beg, folio 29b.

46. Tavakkul Beg, folio 20a.

47.]ahanara Begum, “Risala-i sahibiyya,” 101.

48. For a discussion of this semantic shift from the Persian to the Mughal con-
cept of portraiture, see Natif, Mughal Occidentalism, 208.

49. Vasli (the local name for the medium on which miniature painting is exe-
cuted) is made by gluing multiple sheets of paper together.

50. As a practicing artist, [ was trained in Mughal painting by Ustad Bashir Ah-

mad at the National College of Arts, Lahore, and later in Pahari painting
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by Susana Marin, a student of Manish Soni in Bhilwara, Rajasthan. In both
schools, we were taught to develop an opaque watercolor painting, or ga-
drang, by first applying flat washes and then filling in background details,

before moving on to the foreground and the figures.

51. For examples of unfinished Persian and Indian paintings, see 1948.1009.0.125

from the British Museum, in Rodha Ahluwalia, Rajput Painting: Romantic, Di-
vine and Courtly Art from India (London: British Museum Press, 2008), 90,
fig. 52; 1933.1014.0.7 from the British Museum, https://www.britishmuse-
um.org/collection/object/A_1933-1014-0-7 and 1944.490.a from the Cleve-
land Museum of Art, in Handbook of the Cleveland Museum of Art/1978
(Cleveland, OH: The Cleveland Museum of Art, 1978), 279.

52. For examples of studies that painting workshops at the Mughal courts were

known to possess, see Six Spiritual Teachers, Walters Art Museum (W696)
(the drawing also includes a portrait of Mulla Shah); Madonna and Child, Wil-
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